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PREFACE. 


RE  ADER,  what  is  hid  down  in  this  little 
book  is  faithfully  and  exactly  t^feen  from 
Nicholas  Harfs  own  mouth,  and  he  feems 
to  be  a  very  honeft,  harmlefs,  and  .good 
iBan,v;aDd  one  who  lives  with  th^t.regard 
which  plainly  fhews  that  which  he  has  de- 
clared, niuft  needs  be  true,  or  elfe  he  would 
lead  a  more  voluptuous  life  than  what  he 
does.  He  certainly  appears  to  be  one  of 
thofe  perfons,  who  is  confcientious  in  the 
difcharge  of  his  duty,  and  is  mindful  that 
both  his  words  and  aflrons  be  conformable 
to  truth.  Therefore,  fince  what  is  here 
laid  down,  is  nothing  but  what  is  foiemnly 
attefted,  it  muft  confequently  be  trud. 

Whoever  reads  this  juft  and  furpriiing 
felatiofU,  let  them  not  blacken  this  unfpot- 
ted  truth  wixh  an  obftinate  unbelief,  which 
at  this  time  (to  the  detriment  of  chriftiani- 
ty)  caufes  infidelity  and  atheifm  to  reign  fo 
predominant  oyer  the  minds  of  men.  Let 
us  take  thefe  words  as  a  convincing  argu- 
ment, for  the  belief  of  this  ftory,  as  vi^as 
the  real  converfion  of  a  learned  atheift,  by 
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that  celebrated  Prelate,  Archbifliop  Uflier, 
once  Primate  and  Metropolitan  of  Ireland, 
If,  ifaith  he,  there  be  not  a  God,  as  you  be- 
lieve there  is  not,  am  not  I  in  the  fame  con- 
dition as  you  are  ?  but  if  there  be,  as  I  am 
fure  there  is,  pray  what  a  ftate  muft  yon 
be  in,  who  would  not  believe  in  his  name  ? 
Certainly  ypu  muft  expeft  nothing  but 
eternal  damnation.  This,  reader,  was  the 
argument  that  converted  the  at hdft  ;  which 
I  inftance  to  urge  you  to  the  belief  of  the 
Vifions  of  Nicholas  Hart,  which,  without 
further  digrellion,  are  as  follows. 


LIFE  AAW  VISIONS,  Sic 


N  the  city  of  Leyden,  which  is  an  uni- 
verfity  iri  HoUaiida  lived  one  John  Hart, 
who  profeffed  and  taught  the  mathematics  5 
and  being  very  expert  in  thofe  fciences,  he 
became  tutor  to  moft  of  the  nobility  in  the 
province  of  Zealand,  and  had  the  honour  of 
having  King  WilUam  UK  under  his  tuition. 
His  vy^ife  was  a  virtuous  woman,  by  whom 
he  had  ten  children,  who  were  fucceiSvely 
born  in  ten  years  on  the  fifth  of  Auguft; 
and  he  underftatiding  aftron^my,  calculated 
the  nativity  of  each  child  as  foon  as  they 
came  into  the  world,  foretelling  thereby 
the  uniiaiely  end  of  three  of  his  fons,  which 
happened  accordingly  ;  for  one  was  killed 
with  a  cart ;  another  was  ftabbed  as  he.  was 
boxing  a  man  who  affronted  his  father ; 
and  the  third  was  both  hanged  and  drown- 
ed ;  for  he  and  his  companions  paffing  a 
bridge  in  a  boat  againft  thti  ftream,  m  a 
time  of  a  great  flood,  and  the  boat  flicking 
upon  the  bridge,  he  to  fave  himfelf,  kaped 
up  and  got  hold  of  a  bough  of  a  tree,  which 
on  a  fudden  broke  and  caught  hold  of  his 


breeches^  and  there  he  hung  with  his  heac  ! 
in  the  water,  till  he  was  quite  drownedl 
his  compaiiions  in  the  boat  not  beinj?  ablj  . 
to  .help  him,  becaufe  of  the  violence  of  the  ^ 
ftorm.  He  alfo  foretold  that  Nicholas  his 
fon  ftiouid  be  in  a  trance  every  year,  but  - 
that  he  Ihould  not  die  in  any  of  his  trances; 

Now  Nicholas  Hart,  the  fubject  of  thi? 
difcourfe,  was  born  the  5th,  o-f  Auguft,  1 689 
when  his  mother  had  been  24  hours  in  s 
trance,  and  was  not  fenfible  when  ihe  was 
delivered,  and  fhe  continued  in  it  for  three 
days  and  three  nights  tfter  he  was  born,  foi 
it  was  enttiled  on  him  by  nature  to  fleep,  : 
for  five  days  afid  five  nights,  every  fitth 
of  Auguft, 4t  being  his  birth  day.  i 
When  he  ciime  to  years  of  underftandr 
ing,  he  fAilimg  into  one  of  his  fleeps,  hi^ 
aunt  died  in  the  i»ean  time  ;  and  as  fooi\ 
as  ever  he  cume  out  of  his  trance,  he  tolcj 
his  fiither  and  mother,  that  he  law  his  aun^ 
come  to  the  gates  of  a  great  city,  and  fhq 
knocked  at  the  gate,  defiring  admittance  i 
but  was  told  by  him  that  kept  the  gate^; 
that  there  was  no  entrance  for  fuch  as  fhe^ 
that  was  a  drunken,  wicked  woman,  anci 
©ften  abufed  God's  good  creatures  to  ex-*| 
cefs,  and  wouki  in  her  drunken  fits  throv^  : 
the  meat  her  hufband  had  pr©vided  fo4  ^ 
her  about  ^  the  houfe,  &c.  therefore  £he^ 
%  muft  go  to  a  place  where  fhe  fhould  eafe 


nothing  but  toads,  vipers,  fnakes^  and  ter- 
pents,  and  mud  eat  them  whether  flie  will 
or  not,  and  have  no  manner  of  drink,  not 
fo  much  as  a  drop  of  water;  whereupon 
immediately  there  came  a  man  in  black, 
whom  he  took  to  be  the  devil,  and  put- 
ting her  into  a  cart  he  hurried  her  into  a 
difmal  black  caftie,  ftie  crying  and  ffiriek- 
ing  in  a  moft  dreadful  and  inexpreffible 
manner,  with  her  tongue  hanging  a  great 
way  out  of  her  mouth,  and  as  black  as  a 
coal.  While  he  told  thefe  things  of  his 
aunt,  his  motherilanding  by  wept  bitterly, 
and  his  father  fmiled,  faying,  he  could  ex- 
ped;  to  hear  np  better  of  her  ;  but  both  of 
theiafi  then,  'and  fo;:  a  fortnight  after,  con- 
cealed from  Nicholas  that  flie  died  while 
he  was  in  that  trance ;  n©r  did  he  fo  much 
as  know,  or  think  any  fuch  thing,  till  about 
a  rortnight  after,  he  went  to  fee  his  uncle, 
and  afked  himfor  his  aunt,  he  told  him  fhe 
was  dead,  and  when  fhe  died  ;  which  con- 
firmed, and  brought  into  his  mind  afrefli, 
what  he  had  feen  become  of  her  after  her 
death,  for  he  knew  her  to  be  a  very  wick- 
ed woman. 

Now,  there  coming  divines,  phyficians, 
aad  other  gentlemen,  they  were  defirous 
that  he  ihould  defcribe  to  them  the  exact 
account  of  his  dream  or  trance,  which  he 
icelated  to  tberu    foUov^s ; 


His  Trance  or  Vifton  defcribed. 

NICHOLAS  HART  faith,  that  when 
he  falls  into  his  fleep  or  Trance,  he  travels 
a  long  way  on  a  fandy  beaten  road,  with 
fields"  and  meadows  on  each  fide  ;  and  all 
fouls,  when  they  leave  their  bodies,  muft 
go  to  that  road,  the  good  as  well  as  the 
wicked;  and  thev  travel  til!  they  cometo 
a  fine  cattle,  or  delightful  palace,  where  is 
heard  charming  and  moft  ravilhing  mufic, 
and  the  palace'  echoes  with  the  founds  of 
melodious  finging  and  rejoicing  of  faints 
and  angels :  the  departed  iouis  knock  at 
the  palace  gate,  all  naked  except  fomething 
about  their  waifts,  all  being  in  a  violent 
fweat ;  and  thofe  that  kill  themlelves  come 
with  the  refemblance  of  the  inftruments 
that  they  dellroyed  themfelves  with,  but 
are  never  let  in  ;  then  there  comes  a  grave 
and  reverend  old  man,  with  white  hair,  a 
beard  down  to  his  breaft,  a  little  fhort  coat, 
reachingno  farther  than  his  knees,  and  both 
his  legs  and  feet  are  hare.  He  knows  the 
names  and  aftions  of  all  departed  louls,  his 
voice  is  very  ttern  to  the  wicked^,  and  plea- 
fant  to  the  good.  He  comes  over  a  bridge 
from  the  palace  to  the  outer  gate,  whm 
any  knocks  for  entrance.  hen  he  alks 
them,  who  they  are,  and  what  they  would 


have  ?  If  they  have  lived  a  righteous  life,  he 
lets  them  in,  where  they  enter  with  a  fmi- 
ling  countenance,  blefling  and  praifing  God 
aJi  the  way  through  the  firft  garden^  which 
is  curioufly  adorned  with  abundance  of  fine 
trees,  that  bear  fweet  fragrant  white  flow- 
erS  :  on  thefe  trees  are  little  boys,  with  fine 
curled  white  hair,  and  they  have  wings 
between  their  backs  and  ftioulders,  and  fo 
fly  from  qne  tree  to  another,  gathering  the 
flowers  to  ftrew  on  the  walks,  and  making 
garlands  to  adorn  thofe  that  are  admitted 
into  this  delightful  palace,  this  celeftial  Ca- 
naan, Nicholas  Hart  tells  usi,  that  thefe  lit- 
tle boys  were  fuch  as  died  in  their  infancy, 
and  that  was  the  piace  allotted  for  them : 
that  the  fouls  of  thofe  mortals,  who  have 
lived  a  good  life,  are  crowned  by  tjiefe 
boys,  then  are  conduded  by  angels,  who 
are  fmging  of'  heavenly  hallelujahs  and  an- 
theois,  ^nd  lead  them  to  the  gates  of  ever-  < 
iafting  happinefs, 

lit  added,  that  always  when  he  came  to 
the  gite,  the  old  man  knew  him  as  {qon  as 
he  toid  him  who  he  was,  and  let  him  into 
the  firft  garden  ;  and  that  two  or  three  of 
the  cupids  would  take  him  up  to  the  trees 
i  between  them,  and  fet  him  down  on  the 
!  walks  again ;  and  that  his  fenfes  were  ra- 
:  viftied  witk  delight,  arid  his  foul  traalported 
v/ith  this  heavenly  change. 
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His  DefcripiiQn  of  the  Damned ^  or  ihoje  thai 
are  not  lei  info  the  celefiial  Canaan. 

OF  tbofe  who  have  lived  wicked  liveSj 
Nicholas  Hart  gives  the  following  account  : 
that  when  they  knock  at  the  gate,  the  re- 
verend old  man  tells  them  ef  their  wicked 
living,  and  repeats  to  them  fome  of  their 
particular  fins,  as  lying,  fwearing,  whoring, 
&c.  he  would  fpeak  very  ievere  to  thofe 
who  are  not  charitable  to  the  poor,  faying, 
there  was  no  room  for  fuch  wicked  finners 
in  that  heavenly  palace,  but  that  they  muft 
go  to  a  place  prepared  for  fuch  wicked 
wretches  as  they  were.  Some  would  beg 
and  ffray  to  be  admitted/  but  the  old  man 
would  rfetwrh  them  this  anfwer,  faying,  you 
ihduld  have  lived  a  more  righteous  life,  and 
minded  yotir  duty  better  in  the  otherworld; 
for  it  is  now  too  late  to  repent.  And  im- 
mediately the  devil  appears  in  the  fhape  of 
a  black  man,  with  a  cart  drawn  by  two 
black  dogs,  with  black  curled  hair  on  their 
bodies  and  tails,  and  their  claws  are  near  a 
foot  long  ;  then  this  black  man  or  devil 
lays  hold  of  them  that  are  not  admitted 
into  this  happy  palace,  throws  the  wretches 
into  the  cart  by  twenty  at  a  time,  then  hur- 
ries them  with  fpeed  to  a  dark  and  difmal 
caftle,  on  the  left  hand,  ^nd  caiis  them  in^ 
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and  prefently  returns  to  the  gate  again  for 
more.  The  poor  wretches  cry  and  wring 
their  hands,  and  make  the  mod  lamenta- 
ble noife  that  can  be  expr«fled,  till  they 
are  out  of  fight,  and  heard  no  more. 

He  farther  fays,  that  after  he  had  feen 
all  thefe  things,  and  had  been  lifted  up  by 
the  little  boys  on  the  pleafant  Trees,  his 
time  of  waking  drawing  near,  the  old  man 
comes  to  him,  faying,  You  mull  return 
again,  for  your  tinx^  of  ftaying  hfere  is  not 
come  yet ;  fo,  opening  the  gates,  he-turns 
him  out,  who  being  very  unwilling  to  leave 
that '  joyful  place,  departs  with  fighs  and 
fobs,  and  awakes  in  a  fliort  time  after  with 
great  grief  and  trouble.  After  coniing 
from  his  fleep,  he  drinks  fome  water, 'fits 
up  in  his  bed,  and  dedares  to  all  about 
him,  \v here  he  had  been,  and  what  he  had 
feen ;  and  this  he  cannot  refrain  to  do,  bp- 
fore;  he  gets  from  his  bed,  to  the  gre;it 
aftoniihment  of  all  that  hear  him.  He 
dreams  the  fame  dreams  every  year,  only 
fees  different  perfons  coming  into  the  fine 
icity^  or  palace,  and  going  into  the  dark 
black  caftle;  and  that  every  year  he  fees 
ibme  which  he  knows,  or  has  feen  in  this 
world,  going  either  to  happinefs  or  mifery, 
as  you  will  find  fome  inltances  in  the  re- 
maining part  of  this  relation, 
lut  %Q  return  to  hisi  life.   He  being 
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much  efteemed  by  the  gentry  that  were  ac-^ 
quainted  with  his  father,  it  fet  his  brothersi 
againfl;  him,  who  not  oidy  laughed  at  hini: 
upon  the  aceount  of  his  fleepinefs,  but  alfo 
they  occafipned  his  father  to  quarrel  with^ 
him,  tha^t  he  could  not  live  at  quiet :  therc^ 
fore  he  refolved  to  leave  them  to  them- 
felves,  and  to  go  to  fome  other  country ;  for 
by"  his  brothers  telling  lies  on  him  to  hii^ 
father,  and  both  confirming  it  for  truth^ 
his  father  ufed  to  beat  Nicholas  very  much* 
When  he  was  about  twelve  years  old,  he 
told  his  father  he  would  go  to  fea,  in  order 
to  get  out  of  his  brothers'  way,  for  that 
he  could  not  bear  their  malice  and  lies  any 
longer  ;  at  which  his  father  being  concern- 
ed, told  hitti  that  he  fliould  not  go  from 
him,^  nor  wo\;ld  he  fufFer  his  brothers  td 
abufe  him  ;  whereupon  he  ftaid  fome  time 
longer  at  home :  but,  finding  his  brothers'  | 
malice  rather  to  increafe  than  diminifli,  and  | 
that  his  father  did  not  prevent  it,  one  Sun-^' 
day  morning,  about  three  o'clock,  in  the;'  ( 
fummer  time,  without  telling  any  body,  he|  1 
ftole  down  ftairs  without  his  fhoes,  (being  j  [ 
but   flenderly  provided  with  money  ori\  I 
cloaths)  and  getting  out  of  his  father's;-  [ 
houfe,  he  went  away  to  Amfterdam,  and  c 
engaged  himfelf  with  one  Capt.  Bernew,|  n 
mafter  of  the  fhip  Nafiau,  to  go  to  the  h?M  b 

Indies,  on  a  voyage  for  three  years  and  a|  a 

'  ■  I . 
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half j  and  did  go  accordingly.  Afterwards 
lie  went  on  board  of  a  Dutch  fliip,  and 
was  taken  by  the  Frehch ;  but  they  Were 
taken  by  an  Englifli  man  of  war,  and  fet 
on  fliore  at  Dartmouth;  and,  coming  to 
London,  he  entered  on  board  the  Berwick, 
at  Chatham,  the  beginning  of  July^  1709, 
he  then  not  fpeaking  a  word  of  Englilh, 
There  was  but  one  man  in  the  fhip  that 
could  underftand  what  he  had  faid,  (and 
he  not  very  well)  to  whom  Nicholas  told 
that  his  time  was  almoft  come,  wherein  he 
muft  fleep  five  days  and  five  nights,  and 
could  not  be  awakened;  but  the  fellow, 
not  underftanding,  or  not  regarding  him, 
on  the  5th.  of  Auguft,  1709,  he  fell  into  a 
trance  in  his  hammock,  on  board  the  {hip, 
in  the  dock  at  Chatham  ;  and,  after  had 
continued  for  fbme  time,  the  boati  -  u\.  of 
the  fliip  came  and  called  him  ;  but  n  not 
awaking,  and  the  boatfwain  /uppofmg  he 
pretended  to  lleep  only  to  avoid  his  duty 
on  the  watch,  &c.  he  took  a  cane  and  beat 
him  feverely.  till  he  was  all  over  black  and 
blue ;  but  he  could  not  awake  him.  Then 
he  cut  down  his  haiinnock  or  bed,  and  let 
him  and  it  h\\  dowa  on  the  decK,  but  that 
did  not  .Ike  hnn  n<rimer  ;  tl'en  Ihe  boatf- 
man  c^ied  lieuteaant  of  the  fhip,  wiiO 
beat  Niciioias  as  he  lay  on  the  deck,  ,  twice 
as  much  as  the  boatiwain  had  done  ;  but 
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not  thereby  awakening  him,  they  called 
the  furgeon  of  the  ftiip^  who  bliftered  him 
all  over  his  back  ;  then  they  took  a  pen- 
knife, and  cut  off  the  nails  of  his  fingers 
fro 01  the  flefh,  but  could ^not  awake  him 
till  he  came  out  of  his  Trance,  and  then  his 
body  w  IS  in  fo  miierable  a  condition  by  the 
barbarity  that  had  been  ufed  towards  him, 
that  he  could  not  ftir  any  of  his  limbs  for 
a  confiderable  time  after ;  but  he  got  the 
man  that  could  underftand  him  a  little,  to 
teii  the, captain  and  lieutenant  of  the  (hip, 
that  he  could  not  help  his  flceping  five  days 
^nd  five  nights  on  every  5th.  day  of  Au- 
gull,  and  th^t  they  had  ruined  him,  by 
being  fo  barbarous  to  him  for  no  crime  pf 
Ills,  whereby  they  had  difabled  him  to  ferve 
as  a  feaman  :  beiides,  he  was  much  afflict- 
ed with  the  (lone  and  gravel  in  the  kid- 
neys, which  alfo  difabled  him  from  ferving 
any  more  at  fea ;  and  therefore  he  craved 
to  be  difcharged,  fet  on  fliore,  and  put  in- 
to an  hofpital,  to  endeavour  to  be  cured  of 
his  difiemper ;  vvSr  reupon  he  was  fome- 
time  after  fet  on  fhore,  and  put  into  Cur- 
tain ward,  in  Sr.  Bartholomew's  holpital, 
in  Weft  Smithfieidj  divers  weeks  before 
the  5th.  of  Auguft,  1710.  and  he'foon 
learned  to  fpeak  EngliOi  intiliigibly  He 
often  told  thf  peopleof  the.wardy'  that  on 
the  5tL  of  Auguft  then  foilov/ing,  he  Ihould 
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go  into  a  fleep  or  Trance,  for  five  days  and 
jfive  nights  ;  but  he  was  not  believed  until 
it  came  to  pafs  on  the  faid  v5th.  day  of  Au- 
Iguftv  1710  ;  it  which  time  there  were  two 
patients  under  cure  in  the  fameAvard  and 
hofpital ;  the  oiie  named  Wiiiiam  Morgan, 
who  had  a  very  fore  or  mortified  toe  ;  and 
in  Curtain  ward  he  was  known  by  the  nanle 
cf  the  man  with  the  fore  toe,  more  than  by 
!his  own  name.  He  was  very  wicked,  athe- 
ift:ical,  unruly,  and  diforderly  in  the  ward, 
was  much  given  to  horrid  profane  fwear- 
ing,  &c.  and  at  the  Came  time,  in  the  very 
lame  ward,  there  was  another  man  ill,  who 
was  quite  of  a  different  temper.  He  was 
one  that  ufed  to  pray  in  his  illnels :  he  be- 
longed to  a  riompany  of  mariners,  and  his 
iname  was  John  Palmer:  th^y  were  both 
living  when  he  fell  into  his  Trance  on  the 
i5th.  of  Auguft,  1710.  When  the  faid  5tho 
of  Auguft  came.  Nicholas  Hart  fell  into 
his  Trance,  in  Curtain  Ward  aforefaid ; 
and  when  he  continued  therein  two  days 
and  two  nights,  the  people  there  be^un  to 
remeuiber  what  he  had  laid  :  and  he,  lying 
in  this  Trance,  being  noifed  abroad,  there 
came  multitudes  of  ail  lorts  of  people  to  fee 
fitim,  mibmuch,  that  they  wet  (  K  .  ed  to 
ifhut  the  ward  gate  to  prevent  tii<  urcwds  . 
entering  that  came  there  ;  but  abundance 
did  fee  him  as  he  lay  in  his  Trance.  Ihey 
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perceived  he  had  breath  in  him,  and  did 
fomeUmes  ftir  himfelf,  but  could  not  be 
awakened,  till  on  the  10th.  day  of  the  fame 
month  he  aw;*k€d  himfelf,  his  fpirit  being 
returned  into  his  l3ody :  he  then  opened 
his  eyes,  fat  up  in  his  bed,  and  ealled  for 
two  or  three  pints  of  cold  water  to  drink^ 
for  he  was,  faint  and  thirft'y.    Then,  as  his 
ufual  cuftom  was,  he  told  all  the  ward,, 
and  others  that  were  about  his  bed,  where 
he,  had  been,  and  that  he  had  feen  the  man 
with  the  fore  toe  come  to  the  aforefaid 
palace  *gate,  aiid  knock  there  for  entrance  ; 
that  the  ancient  man  called  him  by  his  name 
of  William  Morgan  ;  afking  him,  How  long 
he  had  knocked  there  ?  who  replied,  three 
years :  to  whom  the  ancient  man  faid.  Thou 
art  a  liar  ;  you  have  not  knocked  there 
three  minutes;  you  were  alv/ays  a  wicked 
man,  and  would  not  in  your  youth  obey 
the  good  inftruftions  of  your  parents,  and  , 
therefore  you  muii  go  to  the  place  prepared  ^ 
for  you.    Thereupon,  he  crying  and  roar- 
ing in  a  difrnai  Tiianner,  the  black  man,  or 
the  devil,  caair  with  a  cart^  drawn  by  dogs  , 
as  before  mentioned;  who  flung  him  and  J 
divers  others  into  the  cart,  and  drove  them  ; 
to  rhe  pit  af;)refaid,  ind  threw  him  there- 1 
in,  in  the  manner  as  has  been  before  ex-  , 
pr-  fl^d  ;  and  tnat  he         not  know  ins 
name  (though  he  knew  the  man  when  he 
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faw  him)  til!  he  heard  the  ancient  man  call 
him  William  Morgan.  He  farther  fud, 
that  there  are  two  carts  <irav>''n  and  drove 
as  above  related,  and  that  one  coir  ts  every 
minute  to  carry  ^way  thofe  that  are  denied 
entrance  into  the  palace  ;  that  very  tew 
enter  therein  in  conipsriXon  of  thofe  that 
are  driven  a,way  in  the  carts ;  that  the  an- 
cient man  tells,  every  one  of  every  nation, 
in  their  own  language,  what  they  have 
done  in  this  life,  and  where  they  muft  go : 
and  lometimes  when  any  beg  for  to  go  back 
again,  and  lead  a  new  lite,  he  replies.  Ah  I 
poor  foul !  it  is  now  too  late  !  Every  mi- 
nute, laith  he,  fonie  come  from  all  parts  of 
the  world.  Some  there  were,  whom  he 
fuppofed  to  be  rich  nnfers,  that  came  with 
great  bags  of  money  upon  their  flioulders, 
but  were  denied  entrance,  and  they  and 
their  money  flung  into  the  cart  with  con- 
tenjpt.  Ihe  ancient  man  would  always  re- 
mind them  of  their  lins,  moll  efpecially 
lying,  and  want  of  charity  to  the  poo5  ;  nay, 
fo  much  is  he  iacenled  againft  liars,  that 
Nicholas  ferioufly  affirmed,  in  his  opinion, 
it  was  better  to  lofe  the  whole  world  than 
to  tell  a  wilful  lie- 

Nicholas  Hart  alfo  told  the  people  that 
were  about  his  bed-fide,  at  the  fame  time 
when  he  came  Out  of  his  Trance,  that  juft 
before  the  ancient  man  at  the  palace  gate 


gave  Nicholas  notice  to  return  to  the  v/or 
again,  he  faw  John  Pahp^er  knock  at  t 
door-^gate  of  the  aforefaid  palace,  and  w 
let  in  prefently  by  ths  ianeient  man^,  wh 
afked  him  no  queftions,  but  entered 
with  great  joy  in  his  face,  his  hands  an 
eyes  being  Ufted  up  to  heaven,  bleffing  an 
praifing  God  ;  and  the  little  boys  or  ange 
prefentiy  flew  with  a  crown  of  flowers, 
and  put  it  on  his  head,  and  he  walked 
along  the  melodious  garden,  till  he  entered 
into  the  infinite,  endlefs  place,  at  the  end 
of  the  firft  garden ;  then  the  ancient  man 
told  Nicholas  he  muft  return,  caUing  him 
by  his  .  name.    Then  he  awaked  figh in g 
and  fobbing,  and  aiked  the  by-ftanders 
about  his  bed,  Where  was  the  man  with 
the  fore  toe?    They  told  him.  He  died  | 
while  he  was  in  his  Trance.    He  defired! 
thereupon  to  fee  his  corpCe ;  but  was  told  i 
he  was  nailed  up  in  his  cofEn. 

Then  he  afked,  Where  was  John  Pal- 
mer  ?  They  told  him.  He  alfo'  died  when 
he  was  in  his  rrance.  Defiring  to  fee  him, 
he  arofe  and  went  to  the  place,  where  he 
faw  him  lie  dead  on  the  ftraw,  which  made 
Nicholas  to  fay.  Ah  I  happy  John,  thou 
art  for  ever  blefied  !  would  to  God  I  wer^ 
in^  the  fame  circuiDftances.  Very  manjr 
befldes  Nicholas  in  Curtain  ward  will  avert 
and  he  himielf  upon  oath,  if  required,  that 


he  did  not  know,  neither  \mdeT{k'ivA^  that 
either  William  Morgan  or  John  Palmer  were 
dead,  till  after  he  had  related  to  all  the 
company  what  he  had  feen  become  r.f  them 
as  aforefaid  :  and  it  is  very  obfervable,  iha-: 
John  Palmer  died  the  fame  morning  before 
Nicholas  Hart  came  out  of  his  Trance,  on 
the  10th.  of  Auguft,  1710.  This  affair 
hath  many  hundreds  of  fubuantial  and  in- 
dubitable eye  and  ear  witnefles  of  the  truth 
thert'of.  In  September,  1719,  being  in- 
troduced- to  her  Majefty  Queen  Ann,  at 
St.  James's,  he  fell  on  his  knees  in  her  pre- 
fence,  and  fully  fatisfied  her  majefty  of  the 
truth  of  the  matters  aforefaid,  and  alfo  an- 
fwered  whatever  queftions  her  majefty  and 
other  perfons  of  quality  put  to  him  m 
French/  He  alfo  laid,  her  mofl  gracious 
majefty  was  pieafed  to  fhake  her  head, 
when  he  told  her  how  barbaroufly  and  in- 
humaniy  he  had  been  ufed  on  board  the 
Berwick,  one  of  our  Eiigliih  men  of  war, 

I  by  the  boatfwaiuj  lieutenant,  and  furgeon. 
Now  what  he  had  related  bdng  not  be- 

j  lieved  by  fome  incredulous  perfons,  for 
their  furtherJatisfaftion  he  took  his  oath  of 
the  fame  before  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Lon- 

!  don  ;  where  feverai  curious  (ceptica!  gen- 

j  tlemen,  and  perfons  of  quality,  w^ere  pieafed 
to  put  to  him  the  folio i^ing  queftions  : 
Queftion.  Do  they  eat  and  drink  within 
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the  palace  as  we  do;  atid  are  there  day 
and  nights  there  as  there  are  here  ? 

Anfwer.  No,  no,  (faid  he,  fmiling)  there  i 
no  occafion  to  eat  and  drink  in  thefe  ble 
abodes  of  faints  and  angels ;  nor  is  there 
any  night  nor  nnfty  clouds  to  obfcure  the 
tranfparent  light  of  this  hc^avenly  manfion, 
in  which  place  there  are  fuch  ftupendous 
objeds  that  fenfe  cannot  comprehend  ;  fuch 
delights  that  cannot  be  exprefled  ;  and  fuch 
things  as  I  am  obliged  not  to  divulge  to  any 
creature  living. 

Are  there  any  women  in  this  place  ; 
and  how  do  you  know  them  to  be  women  ? 

A.  Yes,  there  are  women  ;  and  I  khow 
them  by  their  breafts  and  hair. 

Q.  Are  th^re  any  Papifts,  Quakers,  &c. 
adndtted  into  the  palace  ? 

A.  There  is  no  diftinffcion  of  perfons  or 
opinions ;  for  the  ancient  man  at  the  gate, 
whofe  voice  is  very  awful,  does  not  fay, 
whdt  opinion  they  were  of,  but  how  they 
lived,  and  Vv-liat  good  they  had  done  in  the 
world  and  that  a  true  faith  in  Chrift,  and 
a  good  life,  were  the  only  means  of  getting 
into  the  paiace.  1  remember,  in  one  of  my 
fovmer  Frances,  a  lady  came  to  the  gate, 
who  had  been  charitable  to  the  poor,  and 
did  much  good ;  but  the  old  man  told  her 
all  thefe  aSs.  of  charity  would  not  avail, 
becaule  fte  had  ordered  her  fteward  to 
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Dok  them  down  ;  but  fince  flie  had  done 
ne  thing,  which  fhe  ordered  not  to  be 
ooked  down,  Ihe  wis  admitted  into  the 
eavenly  .  palace.  Charity  is  very  accept- 
ble  to  God  ;  for  he  that  gives  to  the  poor 
mds  to  the  Lord,  and  he  will  reward  them 
Dr  it. 

O,  Why  do  you  not  go  to  your  father, 
or  as  he  is  rich  he  may  do  well  for  you  ? 

A.  I  am  afraid  to  be  rich,  for  Very  few 
){  them  are  admitted  into  the  palace,  in 
:omparifou  of  the  poor  and  afflicted  in 
his  World. 

Qj  If  you  fliould  be  cut  for  your  dis- 
:empet  of  the  ftone  in  the  kidneys,  and  die 
n  the  operation,  would  the  old  man  let 
you  into  the  palace  ? 

A.  1  hope  he  will ;  and  I  fi^eely  forgive 
the  furgeons  if  they  kill  me  in  the  opera- 
tion, 

Q,  Cannot  you  fpeak  a  good  word  to 
the  ancient  gentleman  t;hat  your  acquaint- 
ances may  be  let  into  the  pakce  ? 

A.  No,  for  it  is  our  own  deeds  muft  re- 
commend us  to  him. 

Q.  Is  there  any  fuch  place  as  purgatory  ? 

A.  No,  for  when  they  are  carried  to  the 
difmal  c^ftle,  it  is  impollible  for  them  ever 
to  return  again,  but  to  remain  in  endiefs 
torment. 

Q.  Is  there  any  mention  of  Jefus  Chriflj 
or  of  faith  in  him  ? 
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A,  Yes,  yes,  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift,  to  do 
good  J  and  be  charitable  to  the  poor,  is  all 
in  all ;  they  that  want  thefe  muft  all  go  into 
the  cart,  and  be  put  into  the  difmal  black 
caftle* 

On  the  5th.  of  Auguft,  1711,  he  began 
his  fleep  again,  2t  the  Cork  and  Bottle,  in 
Little  Britain,  about  eleven  in  the  morning, 
when  Mr*  Glover,  one  of  the  Governors  of 
St.  B.artholomew's  Hbfpital,  died  the  fame 
day,  about  two  in  the  afternoon  :  he  was 
counted  a  very  honeft  man,  being  one  who 
ferved  God,  and  very  charitable  to/the 
poor.  Nicholas  prefently  faw  him  come 
into  the  palace  where  he  was,  jind  the  Ht- 
tle  boys  crowned  him  with  flowers,  and 
then  Mn  Giover  was  conduced  to  a  place 
of  blifs,  and  Nicholas  faw  him  no  more  af- 
ter  that. 

In  Auguft  1712,  he  fell  into  his  fleep  at; 
the  Anchor  and  Crown,  on  Saffron  Hill; 
and  this  year  he  flept  at  the  Cock,  in  1  urn- 
hall-ftreet.  Every  year  he  fleeps  he  fees 
the  fame  things  again,  though  different 
perfons.  Neither  this  ye  ir  nor  the  lail,  did 
he  fee  any  body  that  he  knew,  but  a  great 
many  who  h  ^,d  murdered  themfelves  :  One] 
woman  he  faw  with '  her  beliy  cu^  ^^pen, 
holding  her  bowels  in  one  hand,  and  in  the 
other  a  knife  ail  bk/Ody  :  iome  he  law  with  ' 
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halters  about  their  necks ;  fome  who  had 
cut  their  throats  from  ear  to  ear,  with 
knives  or  razors  in  their  hands  ;  thefe  who 
had  drowned  themfelves,  came  all  wet  and 
dropping ;  and  in  what  manner  foe ver  they 
had^deftroyed  themfelt^es,  they  h^d  fome- 
thing  emblematical  along  with  1:hem  ;  he 
faw  feveral  others  come  with  bags  of  mo- 
ney, but  thefe  at^  well  as  the  others  were 
always  r^ejecled.  Spme  deiired  leave  to  go 
back  again  to  mend  their  lives,  but  the  old 
man  £dd  it  would  not  be  granted.  Then 
thi^  devil  came  and  hurried  them  away,  and 
he  neither  faw  nor  heard  them  any  more, 
but  in  21  fhort  time  came  to  himfelf  agaiii. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  really  take  Nicholas 
Hart  to  be  a  very  hontft  ferious  man,  wor- 
thy to  be  believed,  and  one  who  durft  not 
tell  a  wilful  lie  f  and  I  am  apt  to  think, 
that  had  he  been  a  fcholar,  or  a  perfon  of 
fubhm.e  notions,  or  had  a  metaphyfical  head, 
or  a  fine  and  curious  fancy,  the  fubftance 
of  what  he  relates  v\j;oilld  have'  beeti  re- 
vealed tp  him,  fomewhat  iuitabie  to  fuch  a 
genius,  or  not  at  all :  but  he  bi  ing  but  of  a 
vulgar  capacity,  (though  honeii  and  fen* 
fibie)  the  manner  of  the  revelations  are 
fuited  thereto,  not  *K)  confute  or  convert 
pretended  vvitia  or  atheiliB,  but  to  convince 
true^  pkiu4itarLed  people,  oi  the  reality  of 
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tliefe  matters,  that  were  difcovered  yearf 
to  him,  in  a  way  the  moft  agreeable  to  tli 
unlearned  conceptions  and  underftan dings'^ 
and  yet  not  contrary  to  God's  holy  word. 
And  tp  the  truth  of  the  fubftance  of  this 
narration,  vv^hich  l  had  from  his  own  month, 
I  hereto  fet  my  hand,  this  lath.  Say  of 
December,  1714. 

^   WILLI  AM  HILL,  Sen. 
No.  1,  LincoMs  Inn^  London^ 


POSTSCRIPT. 

February  2nd.  \1\ 5. 

The  faid  Nicholas  Hart,  having  heard  i 
the  precediug  relation  this  day  read  ove 
to  him,  in  the  prefence  of  divers  witneffes, 
did  before  them  a!l  own  the  fame  to  be  true 
in  ail  its  circumftances,  and  deiires  it  ma 
be  publiihed  for  thegood  of  mankind.  T 
the  truth  of  which  he  hath  alfo  fet  h! 
mark.  ^ 

The  mark  [f]  of  N.  HART. 
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